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Aloha!            

Ride the wave to Third Grade!  My name is Rebecca Snell and I will be your child’s teacher for the 2015-2016 school year. 

I would like to begin by giving you some background information about myself.  I am originally from Ottawa, Ontario, Canada. It was there that I graduated from Carleton University with a Bachelor of Arts degree in Psychology and Sociology with a concentration in child development. After graduation, I went to the University of Maine where I completed my Bachelor of Elementary Education. Following graduation I made the move to North Carolina. I taught first grade for 2 years in Warren County and 12 years in Wake County where I’ve taught second, third and fourth grades. This will be my fourth year at York Elementary. I look forward to getting to know and working with you and your child this year.
Sincerely,

Ms. R. Snell

(919) 881-4960
rsnell@wcpss.net
http://mssnellsclasssite.weebly.com/
[image: image4.wmf]                                                              Parent—Teacher Relationships
I believe that a good parent-teacher relationship is necessary for maximum academic success.  Throughout the year I will communicate with you through the class website, weekly folders, emails, notes, phone calls, and newsletters. I encourage you to contact me if you have any questions or concerns at any time.  Please feel free to call me at school (919) 881-4960 and leave a message, send me a note, or e-mail me at rsnell@wcpss.net. I will get back to you as soon as I am available to do so.

Conferences

At the end of each semester, parent/teacher conferences will be held. There will be one fall conference and one spring conference. However, if you need to schedule a meeting prior to these times, please contact me and a conference will be set up for you.

Parent/Guardian Participation

Throughout the school year there will be a variety of special classroom and school activities and celebrations.  I encourage you to attend these functions whenever possible. Your support of school activities makes your child feel important and sends the message that you are involved in your child’s education.  If you would like to volunteer in the classroom, please let me know of days and times that work best for you and we can work out a schedule.  Be sure to register online in the media center if you’re interested in volunteering or chaperoning for the 2015-2016 school year.

School Supply List

[image: image5.wmf]
I would greatly appreciate each student to have the following supplies for the beginning of school:

· $3 for an agenda,
· $5 for Scholastic News,
· One 1 ½ inch binder (for agenda/homework),
· Pencil pouch with holes (for binder),
· 1 five subject spiral notebook (wide-ruled),
· 5 spiral bound notebooks (wide-ruled),
· 2 marble composition notebooks (wide-ruled),
· 2 Pocket-folders (1-homework, 1-seatwork),
· 2 Pocket-folders with prongs,
· 1 pack of notebook paper (wide-ruled),
· 2 packs of yellow #2 pencils,
· 1 (4-pk.) of glue sticks (small),
· 2 boxes of tissues (large),

Students should have the following in the pencil pouches for homework use: pencils, pens, scissors, glue stick, crayons, eraser,
The following items are not necessary, but are always appreciated:

· Clorox wipes,

· Ziplock slider enclosure bags (gallon size),
· Crayola markers,

· Expo dry erase markers (black),
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Classroom Management

In my classroom, I utilize a combination of the following two models of classroom management:
Responsive Classroom: The Responsive Classroom® model is not simply a set of behaviors and rules.  It is an embodiment of my mission - to inspire JOY for life and learning, to educate, empower, & engage the whole child, and to nurture personal and social responsibility in an emotionally and physically safe setting.
The 7 Basic Tenets of The RESPONSIVE CLASSROOM® MODEL:
1. The social curriculum is as important as the academic curriculum. 

2. How children learn is as important as what children learn. 

3. The greatest cognitive growth occurs through social interaction. 

4. There is a set of social skills that children need to learn and practice in order to be successful. (CARES – cooperation, assertion, responsibility, empathy, self-control) 

5. We must know our children individually, culturally, and developmentally. 

6. Knowing the families of the children we teach is as important as knowing the children. 

7. Teachers and administrators must model the social and academic skills that they wish to teach their students. 

Morning Meeting: an important component of The Responsive Classroom®, is a daily routine in my classroom that builds community, creates a positive climate for learning, and reinforces academic and social skills, and gives children daily practice in respectful communication. Morning Meeting consists of the following four components:
Greeting: Students greet each other by name. There are many different greeting activities that can be used throughout the year, including handshaking, singing, clapping, and greetings in different languages.
Sharing: Each day, two or three students share information about an event in their lives. Listeners take turns offering empathic comments or asking clarifying questions.
Group activity: All participate in a brief, lively activity such as singing, chanting, playing a game, reciting a poem, dancing, etc.
News and announcements: Children read the news and announcements chart that their teacher has written. The news and announcements chart usually includes an activity that reinforces academic skills. 
PBIS Expectations at York: The Y.O.R.K. expectations refer to our school-wide and classroom student expectations. The four components of Y.O.R.K. are: 
· You Exhibit
· Ownership
· Responsibility
· Kindness
There are Y.O.R.K. expectations for all areas in the school and are posted throughout in halls. During the first two weeks of school, we will have lessons on these Y.O.R.K. expectations and make our essential agreements as to what the Y.O.R.K. expectations should look like in our classroom. In addition, I use the Class Dojo app to help with keeping track of both positive and negative behaviors. I use the information collected from the app to help me with the students’ weekly report and their conduct and work habits grades at the end of each grading period. Students are expected to follow the stipulated expectations. Should a child have difficulty with meeting these expectations, the following steps will be applied for minor behaviors:
Step One: Verbal Warning-where the teacher will remind the student what the expectation should be.

Step Two: Time-Out in the Classroom-the student will be asked to be seated/work away from the group for a short period of time. The student can rejoin the class activity when they feel they are ready to follow the expectations. The teacher will conference with the student at the end of the time as to what the expectation should look like.

Step Three: Time-Out in a Buddy Classroom-should a student continue not to meet expectations, they will be asked to have a time-out in a buddy classroom. Again, the student makes the judgment when they are ready to rejoin the class. The teacher will conference with the student prior to coming back into class.

Step Four: Phone Call to Parent/Guardian-when the other strategies have not been effective with helping the student display expectations, a parent or guardian will be contacted. The call is to get your immediate feedback and input for the given situation. 

Step Five: Office Referral-should a student still fail to display expectations, an office referral will be completed by the teacher describing how the student did not meet expectations and the strategies and steps the teacher used to try and correct the situation. The referral will be given to an administrator who will evaluate the situation and provide a consequence should one be deemed necessary. A copy of the office referral once signed off by an administrator will be placed in the student’s Weekly Folder as the parent copy.

Please Note: Some behaviors are considered major and will not follow the previously mentioned steps, but will result in directly being referred to the office/administrator.
Positive Reinforcement: Students will be also rewarded when displaying the school-wide and classroom expectations. I believe students should be redirected in a positive way, have logical consequences and recognized for consistently demonstrating appropriate behaviors and expectations.
Some rewards will be:

· Verbal praise, 
· Treasure Box
· Bucket Fillers
· Bravo Bones, 
· Dog Tags
· Earn and Return punch cards,
· Lunch Bunch
· positive notes/calls home, 
Weekly Reports 
Weekly reports will go home every week via the Weekly Folders. They are to inform the parents/guardians of how their child is meeting grade level expectations for conduct and work habits. 
The following rubric will be used:

· 3-the student meets grade level expectations

· 2-the student inconsistently meets grade level expectations

· 1-the student does not meet grade level expectations
Please check your child’s folder weekly for important information, letters, students’ work and assessment results. In addition, a Class Dojo report will be sent to your email every Friday informing you of your child’s conduct and work habits in class for the week.
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If your child will be receiving lunch from school, a lunch menu is available to you on the WCPSS website. Reduced/free lunch applications are to be renewed each school year. If you need a new form please let me know. The price for regular lunch is $2.00 per day and reduced lunch is $0.50 per day. If your child is bringing lunch from home, please make sure that it does not require to be heated or to be refrigerated.
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Birthdays are special occasions for children.  If you and your child wish, he/she may bring in store bought food items to share with all classmates in the cafeteria during their lunch period. All birthday party invitations must be mailed to the students from home and not passed out at school. Please use the York student directory to obtain students’ addresses.
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Snacks


If your child is bringing a snack either to supplement lunch or for later in the day, please ensure it is a healthy snack.  Bottled water can also be brought in for the students to drink periodically throughout the day and at recess. Please make sure it has a squirt top to help prevent spills.
Homework
[image: image10.wmf]
Homework will be assigned Monday-Thursday. The assignments should take no longer than a total of 30 minutes.  In addition, your child should be reading daily for a period of at least 30 minutes to reinforce their reading stamina in the classroom. We occasionally have additional special projects for the students to complete at home. Please check your child’s agenda and homework folder daily for important notices, letters, and assigned homework. All assignments are posted on the class website. Homework assignments are due by the next day and students should be prepared to go over their work in class. 
Missed Assignments

Due to the nature of the workshop model, I cannot send home any work that was not completed or missed. Many of our assignments are very hands-on and need teacher direction in order to complete them correctly. Occasionally, I will send home make-up work to be completed at home. However, homework assignments should be made up and turned in upon return to school.
Weekly Folders

Every week, your child will bring home his/her Weekly Folder.  It will contain any graded materials, notices, notes from teachers, newsletters, and a weekly progress report.  All graded papers in the Weekly Folder should be emptied out and stay at home. All other forms/papers are to be signed and returned to school the following day in the Weekly Folder.

[image: image11.wmf] Dress Code 

Students are to follow the WCPSS dress code. Students should bring a sweater or sweatshirt to keep in their cubbies in case the temperature in the classroom gets a little cold. Please make sure that your child has appropriate footwear for recess and on days we have P.E. I strongly discourage the use of flip-flops at school for safety reasons. Please have your child dressed appropriately at the beginning of the day. Unfortunately, we have such a tight schedule that the students do not have time to change their attire. However, accommodations are made for special occasions like student pictures and special events.
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Teachers are not allowed to administer any medication to students.  Please do not send your child to school with medication in their book bag. This includes over-the-counter medications.

If your child needs to take medication during the school day, please contact the receptionist in the office and fill out the appropriate forms. The medicine will be stored in a locked area and administered by the office staff only.  

Finally…..
Once again, I would like to take the time to say RIDE THE WAVE TO THIRD GRADE!!!  I look forward to a great year working with you and your child.  I hope the information in this booklet has been helpful in preparing you both for the third grade experience. Keep this booklet to refer to throughout the school year. Please fill out the accompanying forms and return them to school as soon as possible. I greatly appreciate your support and anticipate a fun and successful school year!  
So….pack your surfboard and surf to success!    
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